Songsmith — Austin
November 17, 2025 Critique Session

The Songsmith — Austin Critique Session was held via Zoom from 7:00 to 9:09
pm on Monday, November 17, 2025, again moderated by el maestro, Christopher
Meyer. We had nine attendees and heard eight excellent songs in various stages
of creation. Joe also yammered about the distinctions between verses, choruses
and bridges.

Phil Fielder sent his AI-music generated song “Ring Of Gold”, a loving tribute to
his grandparents about the endurance of their marriage. This song had some
great images and two bridges (outro?). Comments included some minor
phrasing and rhyme scheme possibilities. Nice work, Phil!

Gerald Lucas sent in his Al-generated song “When I Dream” - an awesome work
relating to a young waitress in a truck stop. Very heartfelt and sincere, Gerald
opened our eyes to how people we might take for granted cope with life.
Suggestions included a minor change to the chorus. Super - Gerald - thanks!

Long-absent Kevin Mallory sent in “Out Of Time”, a very descriptive A-B-B-A
verse rhyme scheme song about the singer’s difficulties coping with life’s chaos.
Great job creating this one! One suggestion was to have some sort of resolution in
the bridge, but regardless, excellent work. Welcome back, Kevin!

GrAmy sent in a purring re-write of their song “How Will I Go On”, a longing
tune (with some very effective spoken word) sung by the character Pinnu
(formerly Tristan). Definitely a stand-alone work and comments were very minor
concerning a couple of the lyrics. Great job, y’all!

Also long-absent Michael Wesley Stinson sent in his wonderfully upbeat song
“Can’t Imagine Love”, describing his relationship with his wife. The strumming
was perfect and elevated the song nicely. With one very minor lyric suggestion,
this one is ready for the studio. Thanks and welcome back Michael!



Joe Strouse sent in “Willie Whey”, an 80s rocker about an imposing childhood
figure, using excessive alliteration and Al-generated background vocals.
Suggestions included a clearer explanation of adult Willie’s actions in the bridge

Stewart Moser provided “Pleasure To Be Around” a love song that also used
alliteration to describe the singer’s loving relationship with his spouse. Everyone
enjoyed this song and there were very few offerings for improvement. Excellent
work, Stewart - thanks!

Mary Dawson sent in “Thankful”, an appropriately Thanksgiving-related song
(also had some nice alliteration) and excellent vocals. Really excellent vocals.
Comments were very minor and included considering the final chorus/outro
lyrics to more closely repeat the title. Beautiful work, Mary!

We had a great discussion about the general purpose of choruses, verses and
bridges - a/k/a vapid verses, catchy choruses and banging bridges. Super input
from everyone. Finally, based on a discussion about original version vs covers,
Joe recommended listening to a cover of Donal Fagen’s “Maxine”, done in 1983
by Peter Autschbach, Tina Wienecke and Nico Deppisch on YouTube.

Songsmith meets three out of the four Monday nights each month. As always,
Songsmith has a Salado meeting (2rd Monday of each month), the 3rd Monday for
the Austin meeting, and a DFW meeting (4th Monday of each month) where your
songs can be heard and you can get feedback - always free — no dues, spam, or
other obligations.

As always, we’re looking for Zoom-knowledgeable person to run the audio and
visual portions for the DFW and Salado meetings. If you're interested, please
contact Mary Dawson at Mary@MaryDawson.com.

We hope to see you on Monday, December 15, 2025 or sooner!



