Songsmith — Austin
August 18, 2025 Critique Session

The Songsmith — Austin Critique Session was held via Zoom from 7:03 to 8:44 pm on
Monday, August 18, 2025, moderated by the truly excellent moderator himself,
Christopher Meyer. We had ten attendees and heard nine very cool songs in various
stages of creation. Joe’s challenge was to write a song with only perfect rhymes and we
heard some cool examples.

Stewart Moser started the session with his song “Metaphorical Arboretum”, which used
perfect rhymes against a heartfelt presentation about searching for a real, lasting love
that captured everyone. Stewart’s optimism was well appreciated and the only
comments included some production suggestions. Very nice, SB!

Joe Strouse sent in his perfect-rhymed song “Don’t Upset Your Martha”, a reference to
the domestic characters in “The Handmaid’s Tale” and how they can harm people within
a household if they so choseo. There were a few helpful lyrical comments.

Bill Basinski sent a mp3 of his song “Bouquet Of Roses”, which he “borrowed” from Bob
Hilliard and Steve Edward Nelson and made a few lyrical modifications. This classic
Eddy Arnold song was well done and the group had only a few minor suggestions in
making it stronger. Thanks, Wile Bill!

Scott Joffe sent his song “Together Again”, which beautifully described a parent’s
longing for a child who is no longer in the house. As always, Scott’s voice lent gravitas to
the emotion and made this song very poignant. There were a couple of minor
suggestions form the listers, as well. Beautiful work, Scott!

Michael R.J. Roth sent his song “Forsaken”, a Leonard Cohen-style ballad about the
singer meeting a woman with many emotional issues. There were great descriptions in
this song which made it soar in everyone’s minds. A few minor lyrical and production
comments were offered. Super work, Michael - thanks!

GrAmy emailed “Somewhere In The Night”, a love duet between their play’s characters
Pinno and Astrea which was beautifully sung and had wonderful piano accompaniment.
Greg said that this will be the second song in their play and will follow the character’s
thoughts and dreams. Everyone enjoyed this song - thanks, y’all!



Scott Badger sent his Al-assisted song “Let Me Go”, which described a sad situation
between two people and included a great twist near the end. The production was
excellent and it was hard to tell that it was enhance by AI. Comments from the listeners
were very positive and very few changes were suggested. Thanks, Scott - get well soon!

Aaron Clift provided his song “My First Heart”, a description of a villainous character’s
actions, based on Aaron’s proposed prog-rock D&D-related album. Aaron introduced
several D&D-related things in this song and the group enjoyed hearing this draft.
Suggestions included a few lyrical and melodic possibilities. Thanks, Aaron - great!

Chris then played Scott (and his daughter Susannah’s) video song “Good Time” which
was enjoyed by everyone.

Mary Dawson sent in a co-write with guitarist Terry Wooten which had perfect rhymes
nearly all)!

Finally, Chris told everyone that his Covestro song was debuting on September 3rd and
that the corporate managers really liked it! Very cool!

Songsmith meets three out of the four Monday nights each month. As always,
Songsmith has a Salado meeting (2rd Monday of each month), the 3r¢ Monday for the
Austin meeting, and a DFW meeting (4th Monday of each month) where your songs can
be heard and you can get feedback - always free — no dues, spam, or other obligations.

As always, we’re looking for Zoom-knowledgeable person to run the audio and visual
portions for the DFW and Salado meetings. If you're interested, please contact Mary
Dawson at Mary@MaryDawson.com.

We hope to see you on Monday, September 15th, 2025 or sooner!



