
Songsmith – Austin  
May 19, 2025 Critique Session

  

The Songsmith – Austin Critique Session was held via Zoom from 7:12 to 9:40 pm on 
Monday, May 19, 2025, moderated by Christopher Meyer. We had 12.5 attendees and 
heard 11 excellent songs in various stages of creation.  In spite of a technical hitch (later 
resolved), the session was filled with interesting song ideas and listener comments. 

Kevin Mallory started the session with his song “In The File”, a rocker in which the 
singer was a law enforcement official apprehending a perpetrator and reminding the 
perpetrator that they had a file. Everyone enjoyed this one (great background vocals) 
and a few minor lyrical suggestions were offered.  Bravo- thanks, Kevin! 

GrAmy sent in “Hallelujah”, four different version of the same song snippet, in order  to 
compare the original version with those generated by AI.  The listeners were split on 
their favorite version because AI generated distinctly different results. There was also an 
overall production discussion regarding these alternatives.  Thanks! 

Long-absent Scott Badger sent his “Medieval Folk” AI-generated version of his song 
“When You Love Me”. The generated music was well done and quite effective. 
Comments included possible modifications for the bridge, title and final verse 
components to cement the song a bit more.  Thanks, Scott - welcome back! 

Also long-absent Michael Wesley Stinson sent in his song “Evermore Evergreen”, a 
beautiful ballad about lasting love.  This song had great images which the group totally  
appreciated.  Suggestions included some more repetition of the title and possible 
reconsidering the chorus melody.  Super work and welcome back , Michael! 

Sara Seven sent in “Hang With Me”, a nicely-produced pop song about what a potential 
love interest should consider before spending more time with the singer.  Sara’s great 
pop-y vocals and Steven Ellis’s guitar solo made this song soar.  The group offered a few 
lyrical suggestions, but overall, super work, Sara! 

Scott Joffe sent in his guitar/vocal pop-ballad “Believe”, in which the singer described 
disappointment with a love interest.  The held high note starting the chorus was very 
effective and the listeners made a few minor lyrical comments (verses and choruses) to 
help strengthen this poignant song.  Excellent work, Scott! 



Stewart Moser provided “For Better Or Worse”, a 6/8 ballad acknowledging that a loved 
one made the singer a better person (but not better than the loved one!).  This song had 
great chords and a super chorus (more high notes!). Suggestions were very few, mostly 
lyrical, and everyone really enjoyed this appreciative song.  Nice, Stewart - thanks! 

Very long-absent Aaron Clift sent his prog-rock song “Ungrateful Debtor”, part of a 
D&D-related rock opera that he’s creating. Aaron gave a brief description about the 
background thus far in the opera.  The group enjoyed this one and offered a few minor 
comments concerning the song’s motion.  Very cool - welcome back, Aaron! 

Joe Strouse sent his ballad “When Do We Say Goodbye”, concerning a close friend’s 
death. There were a number of great suggestions concerning verse lyrical choices which 
he will address in a re-write. 

Mitch Lobrovich sent in his Logic AI-generated vocal song “Chaos”, which was a ranting 
rocker about politics.  The vocal was female and very effective in this song’s demo.  
Listeners offered several comments concerning the lyrics and production, including 
some of the effects.  Good work - thanks, Mitch! 

Our illustrious moderator, Christopher Meyer provided his 2024 FAWM songs “Cold”, 
which described a WWII soldier’s winter conditions while fighting in the field. Yet 
another of tonight’s songs with an effective high-note chorus, the group provided some 
minor lyrical suggestions (switch verses?).  Outstanding work, Chris - thanks! 

Songsmith meets three out of the four Monday nights each month. As always, 
Songsmith has a Salado meeting (2nd Monday of each month), the 3rd Monday for the 
Austin meeting, and a DFW meeting (4th Monday of each month) where your songs can 
be heard and you can get feedback - always free – no dues, spam, or other obligations. 

As always, we’re looking for Zoom-knowledgeable person to run the audio and visual 
portions for the DFW and Salado meetings.  If you’re interested, please contact Mary 
Dawson at Mary@MaryDawson.com. 

We hope to see you on Monday, June 16th, 2025 or sooner!


