Songsmith — Austin
June 16, 2025 Critique Session

The Songsmith — Austin Critique Session was held via Zoom from 7:01 to 8:40 pm on
Monday, June 16, 2025, moderated by Joe Strouse. We had eight attendees and heard
six excellent songs in various stages of creation.

Stewart Moser started the session with “Hey Hey Baybeh”, a quiet tribute to a loved one
who is having difficult time. Stewart even used (and rhymed) the word “colloquy” in this
cool song. Comments were positive and there were no suggestions for making this song
even stronger. Thanks, Stewart!

John Stearle kept things light with his song “My Best Farts”, an incredible display of his
creativity with numerous instances to illuminate the intent of this song. Suggestions
included creating a common chorus and cutting several lines (including a comedic
build-up) in this looped tune. What a gas - thanks, John!

Aaron Clift sent a demo of his prog-rock song “The Confidence Of Birds”, the next part
of his D&D-related rock opera that he’s creating, featuring the character Archais. The
group enjoyed his vocal range and great chords in this song and offered only a few
minor comments. Keep it going, Aaron - super!

Bill Basinski sent his 1975 ballad “Good Ship Sunshine” which described a small boat
and its difficulties during a storm, based on the Titanic. Great descriptions in this song,
as well, and suggestions from the group included creating a centralized chorus and
jettisoning some extra lines that might not advance the story. Cool - thanks, Bill!

GrAmy sent in an early re-write of the opening song of their play, entitled “Never
Ending Blue” which was beautifully sung (Greg was channelling his inner Steve Perry)
with accompanying piano. A number of comments were offered and Greg said that they
were still in the re-writing phase. Thanks - great progress!

Joe Strouse sent his looped song “On Hold”, describing a lengthy wait time (and making
good use of it) while trying to get a simple answer on the phone from the Social Security
Administration. Excellent comments were offered for final production.



Joe then discussed the recent Sunday Morning extended Doobies Brothers interview
(about 39 minutes, and on YouTube), and Robin Frederick’s discussion about song
length.

Songsmith meets three out of the four Monday nights each month. As always,
Songsmith has a Salado meeting (2rd Monday of each month), the 3r¢ Monday for the
Austin meeting, and a DFW meeting (4th Monday of each month) where your songs can
be heard and you can get feedback - always free — no dues, spam, or other obligations.

As always, we’re looking for Zoom-knowledgeable person to run the audio and visual
portions for the DFW and Salado meetings. If you're interested, please contact Mary
Dawson at Mary@MaryDawson.com.

We hope to see you on Monday, July 21st, 2025 or sooner!



