Songsmith — Austin
March 17, 2025 Critique Session

The Songsmith — Austin Critique Session was held via Zoom from 7:09 to 10:05 pm on
Monday, March 17, 2025, moderated by Christopher Meyer way up there in frigid
Wheaton, Illinois. We had 12 attendees and heard 11 excellent songs in various stages of
creation.

Stewart Moser started this month’s session with “Can’t Work Here No More”, a well-
executed protest song describing losing one’s job due to recent government funding
cuts. As is often the case, Stewart included great chords in this one. Comments were
few but included less space between the verses. Outstanding, Stewart!

Mitch Lobrovich sent his song “I Don’t Have An Answer”, a heart-wrenching protest to
the senseless loss of life in the Middle East, including an Al-generated photo. There
were several suggestion for making this song stronger which included slight changes to
vary the verses more as well as checking the point of view. Thanks, Mitch!

GrAmy sent in “Never Ending Blue”, the opening song for their play - a discussion
between two characters in which Greg included futuristic Al-generated characters who
give a greater depth to the opening part of the play. Suggestions included scrolling the
lyrics in the animation to help the viewer understand what was going in. Cool work!

Kevin Mallory provided “Beautiful Disaster”, a rocker about someone who the singer
loves deeply. This tune had great lyrics and feel and the group had a few questions
specifically about to whom the story was about, which Kevin answered. Regardless,
another classic that each of the listeners thoroughly enjoyed - thanks, Kevin!

Scott Joffe provided a re-written studio demo of his song “Go”. This song was about
questioning how to change one’s life and it had stunning vocals (courtesy of his
daughter, Susannah), with cool vocal effects. Scott asked for production suggestions
only and several opinions were given from the group. Great re-write, Scott!



John Stearle provided “Blasts From The Ass”, a rewrite from one of his previous songs
concerning the Farting family history. John fashioned this one into an Irish folk song
and comments from the group included a few minor lyrical possibilities that might make
this song stronger(!). Nice work, John!

Bill Basinski sent in his version of the classic Irish folk song “Molly Malone” with “Molly
Malone Revisited”, a ballad about a woman who sold seafood during the day and was a
prostitute at night. Bill did a great job with this song (written in 1976) and there were a
few structural suggestions to keep it interesting. Thanks, Bill!

Chris Cavello played his song “We All Want A Country””, a sincere protest song toward
the divisions toward unity in the United States. The group had several lyrical (and title)
comments and offered some great possibilities toward making the song a little shorter as
well as making the song’s message more concise. Great, great work, Chris - thanks!

Sara Seven sent her song “Icarus Girl”, another Irish-sounding song with great
descriptions and a beautiful cadence. Sara said that this song was based on the life of
James Joyce’s daughter Lucia, her dancing and her struggles with mental illness and
unrequited love for Samuel Beckett. Outstanding work, Sara - thanks!

Joe Strouse provided his jazzy “Only In Brazil”, describing the singer’s anticipation of a
trip to Rio and a possible love interest. Using this month’s challenger with the word
“green”, comments included a few changes to the lyrics to better clarify the song.

Mary Dawson provided her song (co-written with Cheryl Bocanegra) “Angels Can Fly”, a
jazzy tune about taking care of oneself and letting go of difficulties in order to fly, like
the angels. Cheryl’s voice was outstanding (as always) and the group’s suggestions
included some lyrical possibilities. Great work, y’all!

The was a significant discussion concerning songs that are looped (same chords
repeatedly throughout) with contrasting melodies for the verses, bridge and choruses.
One example of this is Chappell Roan’s “Pink Pony Club”, which we listen to and
discussed. As a result, Joe challenged the group to write a song for April using a loop.



He has since emailed a loop to last night’s participants and if you’d like to take on the
challenge, you can request a copy by contacting Joe at strousongs@gmail.com.

Songsmith meets three out of the four Monday nights each month. As always,
Songsmith has a Salado meeting (2rd Monday of each month), the 3¢ Monday for the
Austin meeting, and a DFW meeting (4th Monday of each month) where your songs can
be heard and you can get feedback - always free — no dues, guilt, or other obligations.

As always, we’re looking for Zoom-knowledgeable person to run the audio and visual
portions for the DFW and Salado meetings. If you're interested, please contact Mary
Dawson at Mary@MaryDawson.com.

We hope to see you on Monday, April 21st, 2025 or sooner!
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