
Songsmith – Austin  
July 21, 2025 Critique Session

  

The Songsmith – Austin Critique Session was held via Zoom from 7:02 to 8:30 pm on 
Monday, July 21, 2025, moderated by Joe Strouse. We had six attendees and heard five 
very cool songs in various stages of creation.  

Aaron Clift started the session with “Disappearing Purple”, the next part of his prog-
rock D&D-related theme that he’s creating for his band’s upcoming album. The group 
totally enjoyed this four-part song - especially the story development and cool musical 
changes in this song and offered only a few minor comments.    Great work  Aaron! 

Bill Basinski sent a mp3 of his 2014 song “Bucket Bouquet”, gently describing the 
digestion process in a love-related song (not an easy task, indeed). The listeners said 
that this was very reminiscent of a John Stearle song and there were several comments 
concerning phrasing and production.  Thanks, Wile Bill! 

GrAmy sent in a great (final?) re-write of the opening song of their play, entitled “Never 
Ending Blue (Heat Of A Rainbow)” which had a great intro and again was beautifully 
sung by Greg with great piano playing. Everyone really liked this re-write and there were 
few  comments to strengthen it. Thanks, GrAmy! 

Mary Dawson provided her pop-smash “Darkest Hour”, co-written with the amazing 
Eulalia King, describing how one should never ever give up. Wonderfully produced, this 
song had great verses and choruses. Suggestions to make it stronger included some very 
minor modifications to the bridge.  Super work, y’all! 

Joe Strouse sent his upbeat song “It’s The Tingle” describing how the singer loves spicy 
food and its effects. Comments were very positive with a few minor lyric possibilities for 
the final version. 

Joe then discussed perfect and imperfect rhymes, a tool for when they could be best 
utilized in a song, and the effects on listener’s ears when telling a story. A very cool 
discussion ensued and the August challenge is to write a song using only perfect rhymes. 
The challenge also includes a triple-dog-dare to do it. 

Songsmith meets three out of the four Monday nights each month. As always, 
Songsmith has a Salado meeting (2nd Monday of each month), the 3rd Monday for the 



Austin meeting, and a DFW meeting (4th Monday of each month) where your songs can 
be heard and you can get feedback - always free – no dues, spam, or other obligations. 

As always, we’re looking for Zoom-knowledgeable person to run the audio and visual 
portions for the DFW and Salado meetings.  If you’re interested, please contact Mary 
Dawson at Mary@MaryDawson.com. 

We hope to see you on Monday, August 18th, 2025 or sooner!


